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Today’s Gospel:  In today's reading Peter asks Jesus how many times one ought to extend forgiveness to another.  Peter 
proposes a reasonable number of times, perhaps 7, but Jesus replies by extending Peter's proposal by an enormous amount 
- not just 7 times but 77 times.  The parable of the unforgiving servant is Jesus' elaboration of his initial reply to Peter.  
Through the parable we come to understand the depths of God's mercy toward us and the results of our acceptance of God's 
forgiveness.  The king in the parable decides to settle accounts with his servants.  We are told that one servant owes the 
king an enormous sum of money and despite the promise of the servant, it is unlikely that he would ever be able to repay the 
debt.  The king is moved by the humility of the pleading servant and mercifully forgives the debt.  Rather than displaying 
gratitude for this forgiveness, the servant confronts a fellow servant who owes him a small debt - a pittance compared with 
the amount that he himself owed to the king. The unmerciful servant refuses the pleas of his fellow servant and sends the 
servant to prison.  A few other servants tell the merciful king about the actions of the unforgiving servant and the king 
punishes him because he refused to show the kind of mercy he had himself received.  Jesus concludes by indicating that 
this is how it will be with God and those who refuse to forgive one another.  There is a temptation to quantify forgiveness as 
Peter tried to do, but Jesus' point is that forgiveness is not about quantity.  In the parable the king's forgiveness is like God's 
forgiveness, and it transforms us, helping us to be as forgiving as God.  The lesson is clear: If we hoard God's mercy while 
showing no mercy to others, we risk forfeiting the effects of God's mercy in our lives.  Courtesy of Loyola Press 

Evangelii Gaudium Sunday: A Call to Mission in England and Wales.  In 2013, the first year of his pontificate, Pope Francis 
released an Apostolic Exhortation on the joy of the Gospel entitled Evangelii Gaudium.  In it, he encouraged the Christian 
faithful to “embark on a new chapter of evangelisation” marked by this joy, whilst striving to find new paths to proclaim the 
Gospel in today’s world.  Formerly known as Home Mission Sunday, Evangelii Gaudium Sunday is celebrated today and 
there will be a second collection taken for the work of the Home Missions. 

Canonical Visitation:  As part of his visit to Ipswich, Bishop Peter Collins will be at St Mary Magdalen church to celebrate 
the vigil Mass at 6:00 pm on Saturday evening, 16th September, and parishioners will have the opportunity to meet Bishop 
Peter in the Garden Room after Mass. 

RCIA Forms: Any person considering becoming a Catholic or wanting to enter full Communion with the Catholic Church, 
should complete one of the RCIA Registration forms which can be found at the back of the church and on the parish web 
site.  Completed forms should be handed to Fr Paul or Fr Luke. 

First Holy Communion 2024: Parents of children seeking to make their First Holy Communion next year please note 
registration forms are now available at the back of church and on the web site.  Closing date for registration is 8th November. 

The Sick of the Parish: We ask your prayers for Patrick Doran and all our brothers and sisters who are unwell, afflicted, 
housebound or distressed.   

Lord, comfort and relieve them according to their needs, and grant them the love and consolation of your Spirit.  Amen. 

Our Own Dear Departed:  Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of the faithful departed and especially for James 
“Dan” Cleary (1988), Maria Wojciechowski (1999), Michael Hennessy (2004), Jean Orme (2021), Sarah Quinn (1962), 
James Wright (1994), Bertie Armes (1988) and John Murphy (2018) whose anniversaries occur about this time. 

Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them. May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

The Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Sunday 17th September 2023:   Sunday Readings: Liturgical Year A 
Services during the coming week – Twenty-fourth Week of the Year, Year I 

Saturday 16th  
September 

5:30 pm  Confessions  

6:00 pm 
 Vigil Mass for 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time, offered for the people of the parish.  Reader: I Suttle, 

Offertory: Hennon Family 

Sunday 17th 
September 

8:00 am 
 Holy Mass, offered for the Vieira Family.  Reader: J Cleary, Offertory: Moore Family, Eucharistic 
Minister: E Cleary 

10:00 am  Holy Mass offered for the repose of the soul of Dermot Faloona RIP.  Reader: N Fox, Offertory: 
Pakes Family, Eucharistic Minister: J Poll 

Please join us for tea and coffee in the Garden Room after 10:00 Mass, prepared & served by Nigel & Karen 
Monday 18th 
September 

 Feria 
No Mass Today 

Tuesday 19th 
September 

 Feria 
10:00 am  Holy Mass offered for the repose of the soul of Dick Glover RIP 

Wednesday 
20th September 

 Saints Andrew Kim Taegon P, Paul Chong Hasang and Companions 
12 noon  Holy Mass offered for the repose of the soul of Saji Joseph RIP 

Thursday 21st 
September 

 St Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
10:00 am  Holy Mass offered for the Vieira Family 

Friday 22nd 
September 

 Feria 
10:00 am  Holy Mass, open intention, followed by Exposition and a Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

Saturday 23rd 
September 

5:30 pm  Confessions 
6:00 pm  Vigil Mass of 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time, offered for Terry Spellman RIP  
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